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Why were these liberties pernicious ? Because they
served to teach error, propagate vice and machina-
tions against the Church.1

So the catechism goes on, and the famous question
and answer about behaviour at parliamentary elections
follow logically from the general argument.

What sin is committed by him who votes for a
liberal candidate ?   Generally a mortal sin.

A series of Test Acts forced these opinions upon
teachers at High Schools and the Universities. Inevit-
ably the political life of an extremely intelligent people,
with a passion for theoretical discussion, develops in
strange ways under such a blanketing. Every form of
economic and social doctrine found its adherents.
When in 1931 the blanket was removed 'the country
reflected all shades of European opinion; anarchists,
syndicalists, democrats, liberals, republican conserva-
tives, agrarian socialists, revolutionary Marxists, com-
munists, agrarian capitalists, intolerant Catholics, broad*
minded Catholics, constitutional monarchists, modern
fascists and worshippers of absolute monarchy.*3 To
this multiplicity of groups must be added the regional
divisions. Catalonia had to receive her measure of self-
government, and the constitution which was evolved
in 1931 left the provincial authorities with powers which
made the new Spain verge on a Federation.

The local divisions should, perhaps, be taken more
seriously than the party grouping. The English, used to
their own simple party grouping, have added a sinister

1 J. B. Trend, The Origins of Modern Spain, 61-3.
1 Jose Castillejo, Wars of Ideas in Spain, 140.